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Mission Statement:

The Church exists to bring the Good News of Jesus into every human situation and
seeks to convert individuals and society by the power of the Gospel (cf. EN 18).

The Division of Evangelization and Catechesis assists the Archbishop in hisrole as
chief cat echi st i n forming disciples and in puttdi
communi on and i ntimacy with Jesus Christo (CT 5)

Within this shared purpose and in cooperation with all archdiocesan departments, we
provide vision, initiative, leadership, training and services to parish and Catholic
school leaders as they foster a culture of mature adult discipleship through
comprehensive and effective approaches to faith formation across the lifespan.

Division of Evangelization and Catechesis




SERVICES

Evangelization
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that the fullness of life comes only throughiéndship with Jesus ChrisThe Church exists to call those who

have never met Christto experiénS (G KS L2 gSNJ 2F KAa f20Ss (2 1y26 GKS
I NOKO A & K2 L) 9tREgehigg Payer, Befembdr S0g7

Evangelization not simply one program among many, but rather it is the guiding principle upon which all aspects
of parish life are orieted; it is the lens through whicall of parish life is viewed.

The Division of Evangelization and Catechesis works with parishes and schools of the Archdiocese to meet the
evangelization mission priority &enewing the Visioand realize thehree goals of Catholic Evangelization set
forth by the United States Conference of Catholic Bisho@oiand Make Disciples:

e Tobringabout in all Catholics such anthusiasmfor their faith that as they live their faith in Jesus they freely
share it wth others.

« Toreach out and inviteto the Catholic Church those who have no faith community and those who no longer
practice their Catholic faith and to welcome those who seek full communion with the Catholic Church.

. Tofoster Gospel values in our sodie promoting the dignity of the human person, the importance of the
family and to carry Good News through the works of justice, charity and peace.




Adult Confirmation

Opportunities for the Reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation

1. Adults may be confirmed by the bishop during the parish celebration of Confirmation.

2. Adults may be confirmed at the archdiocesan celebration in the fall or on Pentecost Sunday.

3. Formerly uratechized adults completing their initiation in the Catholic Church through the RCIA process
may be confirmed at the Easter Vigil.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (and children of catechetical age)e process of the RCIA is a

sacramentalite of the Catholic Church that introdes the men, wome and childrerto the life of discipleship in
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Division of Evangelization and Catechassompanies RCIA team members in the ministry of initiatory catechesis

and celebration of the rites by offering resources and consultation.

The Division of Evangelizatiand Catechesialsoassists the Liturgy Office in preparation foeRite of Electio
and the Holy Saturday Preparation Rites

Mass of the Newly InitiatedDuring the Easter Season and the Period of Mystagogy, the Newly Initiated through
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Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Maiyis day will include a reception and opportunity for tours
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Adult Formation Provides trainingnd resources for the catechesis of adults in such areas as bible study,
Catholc social teaching and doctrin€repares catechists of adults for their ministry through courses leading to
catechist certification with a specialization in adult catechesis.

Small Christian CommunitiesOffers support, resourcingnd assistance to parishes in developing and sustaining
small faith communities in the parish.

Infant Baptism Provides consultation and assistance to parish leaders and Baptism prepdeainos in

developing effective prgrams for Baptism preparatiorProvides consultation and assistance to parish personnel

in understanding the policies, regulations and guidelines for Baptism as fotinel document{ A Ay 4 2F D2 RQ
Love

Catechist Formabn: Provides irservice opportunities and support to parishes and schools in training
catechists/teachers to serve in parish and school faith formati@gmams for children and adult#ssists in
selecting appropriate resource materials, and halpgechists/teachers see themselves as part of a foundational
catechetical ministry in the Church in spreading the Good News to parishioners of all ages and to the larger
community.

Catechist Certification:Provides a process of certification for paristdachool catechists who participate in
required formation opportunities.Provides an annual recognition celebration to honor those receiving
certificates.

Professional Catechetical Leader€ollaborates with parishes in working toward having compepansonnel to
lead total faith formation and family ministry programs and processes, assists pastors in the hiring process and
assists catechetical leaders in their professional development




Elementary and Family @achesis: Provides curriculumesourcing
and support, text review and material fefementary religious
education programs in parishes and schooils.

Sacramental FormationProvides curriculum resourcing, regulatio
guidelines, training for free standing parish sacramental progrfam
initiation of children, and First Penance and First Eucharist.

Marriage Preparation:Develops and selectesourcestrains and :
assists pash volunteers and stafh offering marriage preparation programs; designs marriage preparation
resources for couples in special situations; publicizes and researches programs ares $ervnatural family
planning;acts as a liaison with Catholic Eggd Encounter; aids engaged couples seeking connection to parish
life as they prepare for marriage in the Catholic Church.

Catechesis For Human Sexualityrovides curriculum resourciragnd training for parents and catechists in
Catholic morality, famyl living, and healthyelationships; assists pariséligious education programs and Catholic
schools, in implementing Archdiocesan human sexuality curriculum regulations and guidelines for ggades K

Family Enrichment:Raises awareness among parish aadool leadership of the family as the foundational
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quarterly Faith-full Families Newsletteacts as liaison for Catholic organizations that supfamily life, including

the Christian Family Movement and Baltimore Single Again Council.




Marriage Enrichment:Promotes, coordinates, and provides educational opportunities for married coupla®to
their vocation and enhance their relationships with one another, with the Church, and with God; serves as a
clearinghouse for marriage resources and liaisons with Catholic organizations, including

Single Again Council of Baltimaré\ consortium of Catholiargyle again ministries, linking groups
throughout the Archdiocese and providing advocacy for their needs in the Church

World-Wide Marriage EncounterWeekend marriage enrichment experienc
which allows couples to privately explore important areas of their relations

Catholic Engaged EncounteWWeekend of communication skills and Catholi
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Retrouvaille: Supportfor troubled marriages, including a weekend retreat
that teaches communication skills.

ReMarried in Love Support group for couples who are remarried in the Church, offering evenings of
reflection and an annual retreat.

Christian Family MovementSnall-group model of family enrichment for Catholic families which helps
them put their faith into action.




Special Religious Education Progran®&upports centers providing religious education to persons with
developmental disabilities through visits and consultation with program leaders and catechists, providing
resources and coordination and catechetical training opportunities.

Faith Formation/SacramentsProvides support for catechetical leaders for thelursion of individuals with
developmental disabilities into parish religious education programs and provides resources for sacramental
preparation

Faith and Light:Facilitates efforts to form and maintain Faith and Light communities, which are
ecumenicafgroups of 10 to 30 persons with developmental disabdititheir families and friendsSupport
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share gifts and graces and share in prayer,gerand celebration.

Serving the Deaf CommunityWorks with Deaf Community to
ensure full participation to all aspects of parish life in the
Archdiocese of Baltimore; this includes Liturgies, sacraments,
celebrations. Offer training to enable the Deaih@ounity to
participate fully as lectors, Eucharistic ministers, catechests,

Serving the ParishWorks with the parish to make it possib
for the parish to offer services to the Deaf Community, by
assisting them with locating interpreters, awaresseof the
aspects of Deaf Culture and sensitivity training for staff
members.




Serving Hearing Parents of Deaf ChildrdProvides assistance to hearing parents of deaf children enabling
them to teach and pass dheir faith by giving them the resources available.

Serving Sign Language InterpreterBrovides opportunities fornefessional development for ASL
interpreters who work in atlurgical setting are providedThese include the annual Religidagerpreters
Workshop in November, Summer Seminar, resource material, and Scriptural Study specifically for
interpreters.

Adult Deaf Retreats:In collaboration with the Archdiocese of Washington two retreats for Deaf Adults are
offered, one in thdall and one in thespring

Religious Education Prografor Deaf Students Columbia Campus of the MD School for the Deaf (MSD)
Tuesdays at 3:00 p.nSacramental Preparation is offered as needed to deaf students for First Eucharist,
First Reconciliation and Confirmation.

Liturgical Signs and Prayers: A Resource for Deaf Minisiityis DVD and accompanying book are a greatly
needed resource in the aaeof Deaf Ministry. Included in the DVD are The Rites of Baptism, Funeral and
Marriage as well as the Order of Massngssign language interpreter®rayers and a glossary of terms
signed by deaf people are also incorporated into the DVD.




EVENTS

Three Archdiocesan Celebrations of Confirmatiorithesecelebratiors of the conferral of Confirmation are open
to adults and youth.Registration Forms for this event can be downkea@ty going to:
http://www.archbalt.org/chancery/upload/ConfirmatiofiReqistratiorForm. pdf

Camp GLOW God Loves Our World)Sponsors a
weeklong residential camp for adults with
developmental disabilities held annually at the
a2y aiay 2 NRetrefd Babise 8 ISparks, MD.
Camp GLOW fosters a loving environment in which
participants strengthen their relationship with the Lord
- through Massand other spiritual activitiesin addition,
there are numerous fun activities, including music,
& swimming, hiking, sports, arts drcrafts, movies and
B parties. For many, Camp GLOW provides the only
vacationthey will have during the yeait also provides
a respite for parents and caregivers.
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Family Fun DayPersons with developmental disabilities are invited to participate in a day of fun and fellowship,
along with their families and caregivers. It is part of the Archdiocesan outreacblodnmwe and inclusion.

Retreats for Persons with Developmental DisabilitieSponsors days of reflection for persons with
developmental disabilities their families, and friends.
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http://www.archbalt.org/chancery/upload/Confirmation-Registration-Form.pdf

Annual Catholic EvangelizatidDonference Thisendeavor of the Division of Evangelization and Catechesis
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primary mission of evangelization by looking closely avibmn of Catholic Evangelization outlined by the United
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proclamation of the Good Nes. This conference is offeradnually.

Catechist Recognition Celebration&ach year the archdiocese recognizes the accomplishments of individual
catechists/teachers in aatwing a level of certificationAll catedists/teachers, pastors/pastoral life directors,
catechetical leaders, friends and relatives of the awardees are invited to gather to celebifatbevi
archdiocesan leadershigCelebrations are held in Western Maryland in conjunction with their regimnabktry
recognition held in the springnd in the Baltimore Region in conjunction with the Annual Institute held on the
second Saturday of October.

Institute: An annual conference held the second Saturday in October in collaboration with the Divisioutlo

and Young Adult MinistryThe event gathers approximately 800 participants from school and parish catechetical
and youth ministryroles for prayer and learninglhe day includes prayer, a keynote presentation, and workshop
opportunities as well a exhibits of the latest catechetical material.

World Marriage Day:World Marriage Day: The Archdiocese, in cooperation
with World Wide Marriage Encounter, annually celebrates the vocation of
Christian marriage and honors the longest married couplesiof @arish at a
special liturgy at the Cathedral bfary Our Queen.

11



For the Professional Catechetical Leader:

New DRBrientation: Each yeathe Director gathers the Professional Catechetical Leadbosare new

to the arcldiocese for a day long retreaflhe purpose of the retreat is to begin the year in prayerful
consideration of the role of the PCL and to introduce the Reafessional Catechetical Leadeyshe

Mentor Program and their new MentorsThere ae two additional meetings that are held by the Director
at which the new persons are introduced to the Division staff and at which the program is brought to a
close.

PCLLuncheon: The luncheon is a time set aside each year for |
Professional Catechetical Leadevygather to celebrate the
beginningof a new catechtical year to share ideas in ministry,
to recognize persons who have anniveisarof service in the
ministry,and to focus on a specific issue in ministry.

Foundations Foundatons is a six month process for experienced PCLs to examine their competencies in
the ministry and to plan for improving those competencies. The program is based on the Foundations
material publishd by the NCCIheProfessional Catechetical Leadersetfour times during the six

months to work through the materials and discuss with the Division staff measurable standards from which
a future plan for professnal growth can be established:he PCLs also work to colefe a professional

portfolio for their use and future plans.
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PCL RetreatTo nourish the spiritual life d?rofessional Catechetical Leadarshe archdiocese, the Division of
Evangelization and Catechesis coordinatesanbiualovernight retreat. All Professional Catechetical Leaders a
invited to attend and participate. National speakers améted to facilitate the eventAll retreats focus on some
aspect of spirituality and ministry and are aimed at assisting the PCL in keeping their séligtvith God strong
and growing.

PCLConvocation: One of the premier
formational events offered by the Division of
Evangelization & Catechessthe biannual PCL
Convocation The Convocation iseld the first
week of November in Ocedbity Marylancbn

the odd number years. Itis led by renowned
national speakersThis four day event gathers
Professional Catechetical Leadefrall

regions of the archdiocede learn, pray, relax
and kuild community with each otherThe

intent isalsoto providea time to examine more
deeply the teachings put forth in the documents
and learn how they apply to the catechetical
minister in their parish settingTo insure good
dialogue and interaction among the participants
with the presentersregistrationfor this event is
limited to 50 PCLs each event.
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Professional Affiliations

BACM: The Baltimore Association of Catechetical Ministers is a professional organization
formed over 35 years ago to gather, nurture, support, and network the Parish Catechetical
Leaders of the Archdoese of BaltimoreThe BACM is an independent organization thatkso
collaboratively with the Division of Evangelization & Catechegpsomote the professionalism
of the catechettal leaders in the archdioces&he elected Leadship Council meets regularly
to deal with the regular business of the organization and to plan special events that carryout
the mission of the organization.

NCCL The National Conference of Catechetical Leadership is an organization with internatenbénship
whose purpose is torpmote catechetical excellencd his organization works closely with the bishops of the
United States and other organizations with a catechetical focus in providing formational opportunities and
resources to persons working parishes and schoolsrtbughout the country.Persons working in
catechesis/schools may be members primarily through the BACM or through individual membership.

NPCD:The National Association of Parish Catechetical Directors is a componentNCHE®, the National
Catholic Edcation AssociationThis organization provides resources and formational opportunities to persons
working in Catholic sdols and in parish communitie®ersons working in catechesis/schools may be members
through the BACMr through the parish school.
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